
Pastor’s page: “Whoever lives and believes in me will never die.” 

      The Big Bang Theory is the leading explanation by scientists about how the 
universe began. It started with what is called a scientific “singularity”, some 
13.8 billion years ago. That singularity or Big Bang event is expanding to this 
moment. The Milky Way galaxy that we are part of on planet Earth, is one of 2 
trillion galaxies, with trillions and trillions of stars and planets. 

      We might call the resurrection of Jesus Christ a second Big Bang. The return 
of a dead man to life, and not just a resuscitated corpse, but a mysteriously 
transformed human being, is without precedent, and an impossibility according 
to the laws of the physical universe. The atoms and molecules of the universe 
were rearranged in the resurrection event. It is a singularity outside of the space 
and time continuum that we are familiar with. God had acted as he had with the 
first act of creation. “They put him to death by hanging him on a tree. This man 
God raised on the third day and granted that he be visible, not to all the people, 
but to us, the witnesses chosen by God in advance, who ate and drank with him 
after he rose from the dead.” (Acts of the apostles 10:40-43) 

      “In the fullness of time, God sent his only Son that whoever believes in him 
may not perish but may have eternal life.” From the beginnings of the human 
race, our ancestors had gotten it wrong. Rather than unity and harmony, the 
human story has been one of division and discord. The first half of the 20th 
century alone brought two world wars that engulfed the globe in killing and 
destruction with the loss of millions of human lives.  

      Jesus of Nazareth was sent by God to show us how to live most humanly. He 
preached and taught and lived a life of forgiveness, compassion and special 
concern for people marginalized by others, excommunicated and outcast. Jesus 
was telling us what God is like. He was telling us who God is. He was met with 
some acceptance by a few, but also by hate filled opposition by the powerful 
and educated elite. The collusion between the powerful Jewish priests (Annas 
and Caiaphas et al) associated with the Temple in Jerusalem, and the Roman 
governor Herod and the Roman procurator Pontius Pilate, brought Jesus down. 
Like so many in our modern times who speak truth to power, his words and 
actions were perceived as grave threats. He was hunted down, taken captive, 
put on trial, tortured and finally executed. His followers witnessed his death, 



although most out of fear turned coward. His cold and lifeless body was placed 
in the tomb. It was over. All the hopes of his followers, and their dreams of a 
worldly Messiah wielding a sword and gathering an army, had been nailed to 
the cross with him. He had seemed to be a great holy man and it had all come to 
nothing. They were confused and dispirited. 

      And then, the Big Bang! The impossible happened to his followers. They 
discovered that the tomb was empty and the body missing. Had someone stolen 
his corpse? They met their beloved Jesus on numerous occasions. He appeared 
to hundreds of eyewitnesses. “This man, delivered up by the set plan and 
foreknowledge of God, you killed, using lawless men to crucify him. But God 
raised him up, releasing him from the throes of death, because it was 
impossible for him to be held by it.” (Acts of the Apostles 2:22-33) 

      The encounter with the risen Lord Jesus was a kind of Big Bang - changing the 
universe. The impossible had indeed happened. In the dazzling illumination of 
the resurrection of Christ, all of life was transformed along with his risen body. 
Now they knew that they would never die. Now they knew that they too would 
be transformed, body and soul, and be with their Lord for all eternity. Death 
had no power over them, just as it had no power over their Lord and Master. 

      They had to rush out into the ancient world of the Mediterranean going from 
village to town to city and in synagogue after synagogue, on street corners and 
crossroads, to tell everyone they knew, of the astounding good news that God 
had sent his only Son to set us free. Christianity exploded into the world offering 
hope and joy! 

      Today, we who are His Body the church, continue the proclamation in our 
personal lives, and in the many ministries of St. Kilian parish. Happy Eastertime! 

Peace, Father Bruce 

 

 

 


